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Accordingly the Germans turned to science and to that efficiency of
organization for which they have been so justly noted. The use of
artificial fertilizers was increased enormously. Local deposits of potash
provided one much needed element, while the German scientists turned
their attention to methods of providing synthetic nitrates and super-

The soil regions of Germany. Key: i, moor soils; 2, sandy soils; 3, mountain soils;
4, steppe soils (black and brown soils) ; 5, mixed types ranging from, sandy loams to
clay. (From "Agricultural Conditions and Regions in Germany," by Heinrich Niehaus,
courtesy of the Geographical Review, published by the American Geographical Society
of New York.)

phosphates. The number of animals was increased, so that the amount
of natural fertilizer available increased rapidly. Scientific cultivation,
seed selection and crop rotation were introduced. The German manu-
facturers also turned out large amounts of agricultural machinery suited
to the needs of the country. Through the use of these various improve-
ments the German farmer increased his yields rapidly. So successful
did they prove that prior to the World War agricultural production
was increasing at a more rapid rate than population, and was able to
supply approximately 75 per cent of the country's food requirements.